EPISODES   OF   THE   GEEAT   WAR         [1917

had already accepted the Bolshevik scheme for an
armistice, and on the 22nd December began Brest-
Litovsk meeting to discuss terms of peace. The
scene in the Council Chamber at Brest-litovsk was
worthy of the art of some great historical painter.
On one side sat the bland and alert representatives
of the Central Powers, black-coated or much be-
ribboned and bestarred, exquisitely polite, but
blundering often in giving a needless "von" to
some Russian Jew or the title of " Excellency " to
some shaggy comrade from Smolny. Behind the
Teutonic delegates was an immense band of staff
officers and civil servants and spectacled professorial
experts. Each delegation used its own tongue, and
the discussions were apt to be lengthy. Opposite
the ranks of Teutondom sat the Russians, mostly
dirty and ill-clad, who smoked their large pipes
placidly through the debates. Much of the discussion
seemed not to interest them, and they intervened
in monosyllables, save when an incursion into the
ethos of politics let loose a flood of confused meta-
physics. The Conference had the air partly of an
assembly of well-mannered employers trying to deal
with a specially obtuse delegation of workmen,
partly of urbane hosts presiding at a village school
treat.

The Russian proposals involved the acceptance
of the Allies, but the Allies treated them with dis-
dainful silence. The Bolsheviks then considered
peace for Russia alone, and made proposals for the
evacuation and reconstruction of Russian territory
held by Germany. Germany categorically refused
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